
 

 

    
 

February 1, 2017 
 
Dear High School Parent/Guardian and Student: 
 
Hudson High School has been busy preparing for the third year of state-mandated testing—and for the third time, 
there is a new wrinkle in required testing: administering the ACT to current juniors. A recurring challenge is 
attempting to schedule these assessments in a manner that gives students the best chance for success yet meets 
the requirements/protocols including testing windows, available proctors, and accommodations for students with 
special needs. Also, administering End-of-Course exams in four content areas and the ACT to juniors takes time 
away from instruction; that’s the purpose of this letter—to inform you of the adjustments in our daily schedule the 
weeks before and after Spring Break (March 27-31). Needless to say, the timing of Spring Break has a significant 
impact on our plans. 
 

Before getting into schedules, here’s a review of Ohio’s new graduation requirements: For the Class of 2018 and 
beyond, there are seven End-of-Course Exams spread over three years in which the student must earn a minimum 
of 18 points to be eligible for a high school diploma (reference Graduation Requirements found in the current 
edition of the HHS Curriculum Guide.) AIR (American Institute of Research) tests include: two tests in English 
Language Arts (ELA 1 & 2), two tests in Social Studies (American History & Government), two tests in Mathematics 
(Algebra 1 & Geometry), and one test in Science (Biology). An alternate path to a high school diploma includes 
earning “remediation-free” scores in English language arts and mathematics on a nationally recognized college 
admission exam—we’ve chosen the ACT over the SAT (minimum benchmarks: ACT English, 18 + ACT Reading, 22; 
ACT Math, 22). The state of Ohio pays for this one-time standardized assessment for 11th-grade students in the 
classes of 2018 and beyond. 
 

The testing window for the ACT administered to all juniors opens on Tuesday, March 21st. To accommodate the 
additional testing-time needs impacting a significant number of juniors with IEPs, we’re best served by adopting a 
4-Block Day week prior to Spring Break and using a paper-pencil format. As you can view below, Monday, March 
20th will be a regular day in which 
all classes meet, but is followed by 
a Thursday-Wednesday-Thursday-
Wednesday Block Schedule 
format the remainder of the 
week. We’ll use the late-start time 
on Wednesday and Friday to 
administer the ACT Math and 
Science sections; the ACT English 
and Reading sections will be 
administered Tuesday and 
Thursday during the student’s 
Study Strategies block. Regular education juniors won’t be tested until AFTER Spring Break.  
 

The week AFTER Spring Break (April 3-7) will feature a “Delayed Start” Schedule similar to what’s been used in 
previous years. A new wrinkle will be the addition of the ACT for juniors in an online format (Chromebook) on 
Monday, April 3rd. This is a challenging testing week given that test sessions are not uniform; the bell schedule 
varies by day. Students in English Language Arts 1 & 2, Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology, US History and US 
Government are required to take the AIR end-of-course exams. Juniors are required to take the ACT, even if 
they’ve already done so. The week’s schedule is on the back of this page . . . 

Week of March 20th (SPED ACT Paper/Pencil Administration, 11th Grade) 
Mon, 3/20 

 
Regular 

Day 
 

Tue, 3/21 Wed, 3/22 Thu, 3/23 Fri, 3/24 

1 
Testing 

8:00  – 10 am 
1 

Testing 
8:00 – 9:30 am 

3 2 3 2 

6/7 or  7/8 4/5 or  5/6 6/7 or  7/8 4/5 or  5/6 

10 9 10 9 

ACT 
Window 
not open 

yet 

Testing during 
Study 

Strategies 

Testing during 
late-start time 

Testing during 
Study 

Strategies 

Testing during 
late-start time 

ACT English ACT Math ACT Reading ACT Science 



Our HHS PTO has graciously 
offered to provide light 
snacks each morning for 
those who missed an 
opportunity to eat at home! 

Test-takers need to bring headphones/ 
earbuds daily for use on all AIR tests! 
HHS will supply loaners to those who 
forget. It’s also recommended that 
students bring calculators to Math and 
Science test sessions (graphing 
calculators are acceptable); an online 
calculator app is also available via the 
AIR portal on Chromebooks. 

 

 

Students studying Advanced Placement (AP) in Biology, American History or American Government will take and 
substitute AP test scores for end-of-course state exams to avoid double testing. Students also may substitute 
grades from College Credit Plus courses in these subjects for end-of-course state exams. 
 

Non-test-takers should plan on arriving to school prior to the start of the first class (Bell Schedule time) or for the 
Common Lunch on Monday, Wednesday and Friday if they choose to eat here at school (same for the breakfast 
program before school.). Lunch is built into the Bell Schedule on Tuesday and Thursday.  
 

Transportation for high school students WILL NOT change during 
either testing week. If your son/daughter rides the bus, the bus will 
continue to pick up at the regularly scheduled time each morning. If 
your son/daughter does not need to take AIR tests or ACT during the 
week of April 3rd but chooses to arrive to school via the normally 
scheduled school transportation, he/she should report to the 
commons for a quiet study hall. Due to testing on the second floor, the 
Media Center will not be accessible. 
 

Last, but not least, please help us emphasize the importance of a good 
night’s sleep during testing windows—we want our test-takers to be well-rested so they perform their best on 
these high-stakes tests! Researchers also stress the importance of a good breakfast in the morning—if 
students run short on time or forget, we’ve teamed up with our HHS PTO to 
provide breakfast-type snacks and juice each morning during the week of April 
3rd. Our high school has a great tradition of demonstrating outstanding 
achievement on high-stakes graduation tests, evidenced by our “top 10” ranking 
of all public high schools each year! If you have questions regarding AIR or ACT 
testing, please contact our guidance department or main office at 330.653.1416. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Brian D. Wilch, Principal 

Week of April 3rd (AIR Testing Week/ ACT to Juniors) 
Mon, 4/3 Tue, 4/4 Wed, 4/5 Thu, 4/6 Fri, 4/7 

ACT to Junior Class 
+ AIR Biology 

AIR ELA 
9 & 10 PART 1 

AIR MATH 
AIR ELA 

9 & 10 PART 2 
AIR 

Social Studies 
8:00-11:00 am 8:00-9:45 am 8:00-11:00 am 8:00-9:45 am 8:00-11:00 am 

Common Lunch 
10:45-11:45 am 

Lunch During 6/7/8 
Common Lunch 
10:45-11:45 am 

Lunch During 6/7/8 
Common Lunch 
10:45-11:30 am 

2: 11:50-12:50 

4/5/6:12:55-1:55 pm 

9: 2:00-3:00 pm 

1: 9:50-10:55 am 

6/7/8: 11:00-12:40 pm 

3: 12:45-1:50 pm 

10: 1:55-3:00 pm 

2: 11:50-12:50 

4/5/6:12:55-1:55 pm 

9: 2:00-3:00 pm 

1: 9:50-10:55 am 

6/7/8: 11:00-12:40 pm 

3: 12:45-1:50 pm 

10: 1:55-3:00 pm 

1 11:35-12:00 pm 
2 12:05-12:30 pm 
3 12:35-1:00 pm 
5 1:05-1:30 pm 
7 1:35-2:00 pm 
9 2:05-2:30 pm 
10 2:35-3:00 pm 


